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77th.cc It is in no sort intended to question the propriety of
the decision of Government', for the removal of the European
soldiers; but we consider, that they are so differently
placed, in regard to the accommodation and comfort which
are required here, and are deprived of so many sources of
amusement which may be enjoyed by the members of the
community at large, that the failure of an experiment in
regard to them, as inconsistent with the object of Govern-
ment, is no satisfactory proof that other members of the
community may not benefit by residence here. On the
contrary, we think, that with the exception of some cases, to
which the climate has been unsuited (and these are cases
unsuited to any climate in the known world), the greater
portion of those who have visited Churra Poonjee have
derived advantage; and we even know that some have
enjoyed a more perfect state of health here than they have
in England. We consider that Government even, would
obtain considerable advantage, by affording the opportunity
to many of their public servants, of warding off> by a timely
visit to Churra Poonjee, the necessity of withdrawing them-
selves from public employ for two years, if not altogether
to revisit England; and to other members of the community
in Bengal* but especially in Calcutta, this is of incalculable
advantage. These considerations have, in fact, already
made this* station a very common place of refuge for invalids
of ail classes; many houses have been built in consequence,
suitable to the climate for their accommodation, and a consi-
derable portion of the ground occupied here, pays a rent to
Government annually. Even schools have been established
here for children, for whose health it has been found, that
this climate is peculiarly favourable. Schools have also been
established for the instruction of the natives themselves ;
and the population generally, have been both civilized and
improved in circumstances, by their communication with the
European residents." The fears which had been excited,
were allayed by the subsequent appointment of Captain
Lister as Political Agent in the Cossyah hills, and the estab-
lishment of the head quarters of the Sylhet Light Infantry,
at Churra Poonjee.